
COPYRIGHT CONThOVERSY.
ftlEMORIAL OF THB FRENCH BOCIETIEl
AGAINST THB CANADIAN COMPRO-
MISE-THB BERNE UNION AND
THE MANUFACTURINQ .CLAUSE.

Taris. February
The Fr mh llterary and artlatk aoeletlea have

goddtnly appear*! on tho dlplomatk itage ns

.he chatnpir.ns of the eopyrlght prlndpie W hea

the Britlah Colonlal Offlca and tha Authora
¦oclety ln Londoa aeao-lated thama-lvei in an

ittempt to reoure a revlaion of ti." Canadlan

Copyright ict of IW II was aeiuroed lhal tba

Eii.op.an Pa.wers. whlch had a-ccepta-d the B«m
Convc-ntion. would be Indlfferent to the negotia¬
tions conducted al Ottawa. Thls was a mls-

take. The French Forelgn Offlce haa already
erit->rf-al atrong remonatranw agalnal tha pro-

posed eompromlae. This proteit la grounded
upon the manufacturlng elauaa, whlch ls re-

gardod as Irreconcllable wlth tho vltal prlnclpla
of the Berne Conva ntlon.
The French Forelgn Offlce haa adopted the

r ,i. Bvt>Al<>ala uf l.itirarv atnlargument of tne Bynaicai<a ui un"*

Artistic Bodetlei for lhe Protectlon of Intel-
lectual Property. This la a body wlth a central
organlaatlon in wbleh ten powerful aaaoela-
ti.ns are rapr«-*nted. lt Includea La Boclet*
iIps Qena de LettaTea, eorreapondlng to the Au¬

thor* Bociety In Bngland; Le Cci '. de la Lt-

hralrie. or the publlahera* and bookaellera' ai-

.oetatlon; two mualc aoeletlea, one made up of

compoaera and th,- othar of publlahara and

¦ellara; nn a__odatlon of artlaU, palntera.
aculptora. archltecta engravera and dealgnera;
another aoclety of French artlala of the hlgheat
rank; two archltecta' unlona; La Bocl«t« Fran-

caiae d- Pbotographle, and L'Aaaoclatlon dea

Inventeura et Artlatea Induatrleln, Thiae ten

kMoelatloni Include r.early all rh,- French work-

ers nnd deal.-rs in llterature, art and Inventlon.
The mann;:,.-. of the Byndlcate are the proml¬
nent membera of theae Influentlal aoeletlea. and

ibey hold monthly meetlnga, at whlch queatlona
of mutual Intereet and advantag are dlacuased.
The propoaed .Canadlan eopyrlght ocmpro«nla«

waa one of the controv.i-.al queatlona whlch

Mtarall. commanded th,- attentlon of the Byn-
dkate. The test of lhe Ottawa act of 1881 was

crltlcnlly examlned. nnd Hall CalBis'i account

of hls n.'_,.tlati.,i)i tn Canada also wns acru-

Unlaed. The Byndlcate, ifter dellberate Inteatl-
gatlon. has prepared ¦ memorlal on lhe aub¬

jeet. whlch lt has BUbmitted to the French

Forelgn Offlce. Thli memorlal has been of-

nclallv adopl rd i.y the French Government as

Its own ramonatranoe agalnal any eompromlae
of lhe principles of the Berne Conventlon.
Coples of lt have been sent to the Forelgn Of-

ncea of the varlous Oovernmenta whlch ac¬

cepted the general eopyrlght agreement. and

also to the eopyrlght headquartera at Berne,
and to Contlnental __aoclationi of authora, pub¬
lishers nnd artists.

IN* CONFI.UT WITH THI. CONVBNTIOX.
Th.> ByniStcate'a memorlal polnta out Ihe dlrecl

eonfllct wlth the Berne Conventlon, whlch wlll
resiilt from the adoptlon of the marufacturlng
eteuae ln Canada wlth the aanctlon of the

Imperial authoritlea II contenda tLal lt is a

mlatake to aeaume that the Berne Unlon alm-

r,ly atlpulatea that the ownera of a forelgn ln-

tellectual property are entltled to the aame

righta as the ownera of an Engllah Intellectual
property, and thal lf the prlvUege. of the lat¬

ter are reatrleted by HcenaM th,- former have

no ground lo oomptala If thelr own rights are

Hmited to the same extent. "Aa a matter of

fact." the memorlal Itatea, "the vltal prlnclple
cf the Berne .Conventlon >s emb-odled In this

double maxim tha'. forelgnera enjoy In every

country of the Unlon the righta which are con-

ferre.1 on the natlvea by their raapectlve lawa

on the sole reservation that they shall fulfll
the conditlons and formalltlea preacribed by the

legtalatlon of the country of orlgln. II followa
that. by the propoaed Conventlon. the author
or publlaber appearing for the flrst tlme ln

France ls entltled In Canada at the present tlme

to preclsely th. same rights as the natlvea.
that ls. the authors and publishers of Toronto
and Ottawa (nol the natlvea of London)."
According to thls vicw the author or pub-

Usher is entltled to thls protectlon on the aole
condltlon that he fulflls the requlrenvmt. and

formalltlea prescrtbed by the leglalatlon of the

country of orlgln. The French author or pub-
llsher having eopyrlght In hls own country

Ihnow enjoys lt In Canada also. wlthout belng

Maubjected to any of the formalltlea of J. omlnlon

**\*w. aConaequently, to treat ln canada the

French publishers nnd authors dlfferently from

those of ottav.-a or Toronto would Involve
vlolatlon of the Berne Conventlon wlthout refer¬
ence to the questl-in whether the London nu-

thors and publishers would themaelvM ba- dealt
with llke those of Parls. Te Impoac upon
Frer.ch writers and publlahera, l" fore grantlng
them the full protectlon of Domlnlcn law. any
formalitles othar than those prescr'bed by the
French law.that Is. ti..- law of the country
of orlgln.WOUM bc a vlolatloa of the Berne

Conventlon. Oa thli polnl the Byndlcate con-

Blders that th. r-- <-<>.n ba no pOMlble doubt.
TRTINQ TO COHPROMISE.

The Britlsh Colonlal Offlce has been attempt-
ing to brlng about a eompromlae of the Cana¬
dlan act a.f 188., with a reatrleted appllcatlon
cf the manufacturlng clauie and wlth aafe-
guards in the Intereat of forelgn authora and
publishers. The memorlal eontenda that Ihe
sanctlon ot aucn a medaure as has been under

negottatloa in ottawa would compel the For-
(ign Ofllce to denounoa tbe Conventlon io far ai

the Domlnlon of Canada Ih oo_cerr.il. Cana¬

dlan authors and publlahera would la ae the pro¬
tectlon whlch th.y now enjoy ln every country
repres. n'ted ln th'. Berne I'nia.n. Thls protaectlon
is atTord-'il to all worka publish 1 for the flrst

tlme In Canadn. e\>n if the author be a native
cf the l'nlted Btatea, a country na,t balonglng
ln the Berne Unlon. This denunclatlon of the
Conventlon would be moal deplorable, the Syn-
dicate arh'.s. wh.-n ;i conf rence is about lo as-

eemble in Faria for the purpoae of revlatng it.

nnd It would bo an unfortunate precedant.
The memorlal also Btate* that the propoaed

compromise is baaed on a falsa- conceptlon of

tfc.pyrlght. anl that II will deprlve the forelgn
auti.or in Canad i, If h« be French, Engllah or

Orman. of nli freevJon to dlapoae of his worh
ln such form and al auch tlme ai be may
choo... He would no loiurer remain 11¦.- lo

publish or not to publlih lt. He wouM b- com-

pclled to have lt prlnted anl even tranalated
ln Canada wlth the ghorteal pOMible dt-lay. and

wlthout having a.-iy power to chooai his own

tlme or opportunlty. If this ware not done. he

would be oompelled to allow the work to be

published WttbOUt his ow" co-operatlon. and

wlth no guaranty that the text would not be

tampered with. Cnder thls cotnprvmise all Bng-
lish. French tar Othar eopyrlght worka llkely to

prove remuneratlve WOUld be repi.xluced ln

Canada wlthout the eontrol of the writers. and

origlnal ei'ltions would be .X'.uded. The only

prochictlons Ilk?ly to escape conflscati-tn by tho

Canadiar.s would be tbOM having only .-* re¬

atrleted or doubtful Bale. Th" arbltrary nllot-
ment of a royalty to an author und r tha pro¬

poaed measure WOUld be an Inadaa uate com-

pensatlon for the ___adva__agai of the .yatem.

THK BataBNTIAL POINT.
Many technlcal questions, such as the time

llmlt. are dlscu.sod ln the memorlal. but the

esaentlal polnt on whlch stress Is h*.ld Is th<*
fact that Canada rann ll adopt thls CDrnpromls-1
Wlthout vlo'.ating the Berne Conventlon. whlch
England has accepted. "As a matter of fact."
the Syndlcate remarkB, "the very agsanei of

llterary eopyrlght la ta. prraaarye :t!>. dutely to

the author the rlght to publish hls work or to

hold lt back; to eetMe the conditlons. th» form
and the date of publlcatlon. lf he consents to

lt, and. flnally, to determlne frcely wlth the

pobllaber the sein.K rric« Of the b.ok anal the

share ta. be allotted raapaetlvaly to the author

and t.i the pnbllaher." The Berne idea. ac-

eordlng to the Prencta vlew, would be fatally

compromlaed by the manufacturlng and lleana-

ing clauses. and. crnsequently. the propoaed
Canadlan blll ought to be atrenuouily opposed
by the Contlnental countrlcs In the I'nlon.

it is evlijent from this aummary <~>f ihe French
memorlal tbal the Canadlan eopyrlght law, In

Ita orlglnal or amended form. ls sornethlng more

than an imperial fiuestia-.il. lt is regarded by the

moat Influentlal authors and publlahera In 1'aris

ns an Int, rn_.tl"_..l Issue, whlch ir.volvcs the

aacrlflce of th,- eopyrlght prlnclple. m Belln,
ih- prealdenl of th" Byndlcate, takes th" ground
tha; energctlc actlon ls needed ir. order to

arouae International feellng and to make the

Canadlana understand that they c_nnot poa-
ilbly remain in th.- Berne I'nion. lf they want
to impos,' auch terma on foreiR-ner. Ile has

ordered the memorlal to be s.-rit by tha- Berne
Bureau to all the countrlea now repi»s nted ln

th.. i'nion, anal a'.so to Influentlal memben of

Contlnental aaaoclatlona
M. Fouiet, ef the great publishlng house ,,f

Mesara Hachette _- Co., on the Boulevard Balnt-
Qermain, i:as glven me n clear accounl of the
Influence of the Byndlcate and of tb<- motlvea
whlch hav- determlned its actlon. The ten

aoeletlea repreaenl the Intellectual anal artlatl
workera, and the publishlng Intereata of rrance.
Their power is very great, No Government
rould afford to neglecl thelr axample aml ad-
vi ¦.. Th- preaenl Mlniatry hns promptly aeted
upon the Byndlcate'a n.pyrlght remonatrance
and brought tlie matter bafore the attentlon a,f

the Engllah Qovernment. it wlll probably be

aupported pee_il\ by Oermany and Other coun-

tii.s. Expenslve French worka could not be
reproduced ln Canada under any condltlona,
but there « >uld !". great sale for popular
novela in ch.-ap edltlona, eapeclally if theae
...uld be carrled acr,,.s the border into tho

Unlted st.-it,.-.. Tha- Canadlan markel for trans-

lated French w,.rks ls nol large enough to

merlt aerloua conalderatlon; but th.. prlnclple
of the lt. rn. Conventlon, if compromlaed on -¦.

will be undermlned. Thal ls the real motlve,
according to m. Fouret, for the interventlon
,,f the French aoeletlea ln the Canadian contro-
veray. Th.-y conalder lt n**ce_aary ta. defend the

copyrlKht prlnclple against a dangercus aasault.
lf the Herne agreomant ean he relaxed in favor

uf Canada. it can be relaxed ln favor of other
countrles, and its effldency fatally Impalred.

CANADIAN AND FRENCH YIEYY.

The leaders of the French soeleties expr-'as
th.' hope that Canadlan authors and publishers
will percelve how hostil* th- llcenalng and
manufaettii-lng clauses are t,> what ate v>n-

aldered here Indlaputable prlnclplea of eopyrlght
law, nnd "in what a porltlon ,.:' laolatlon they
would place thems'lves by auch n retrograde
piece of legtal&tlon, creatln.). for Ihelr owr. bene-
fit a legal paawer of dlapoaaeaalon in reapeel
to forelgn righta and enaiding them to deprlve
forelgnera "f thelr property at any time they
may thlnk li worth Whlle to do BO." The Cana¬

dian legialatora nr» not llkely to tak- th .

Fr.¦! ch vla w of the caae. They conalder it th. Ir

rlght to be on terma of equallty with lh-

Unlti 1 Btatea, in relatlon to eopyrlght. lf the

Amerlcana pr.at cl thelr prlnteri by maklng
aimultaneoua publlcatlon of a forelgn work In

the l'nlted statea an Indlapenaable condltlon of

eopyrlght, then the Canadlana must alao have
the manufacturlng clanse. The Britlah Colonlal
Offlce haa recognlxad the Canadlan rlght to

legtalate .>n this Bubject, and the Authora' Bo¬

ciety, of London, has propoaed a compr
ln ottawa through one of its moat ccnaplcuoua
members. The Canadlana are not llkely to

wlthdraw from thelr poaltlon in ennaequence f
thls French d^monstratlon on behalf of thi
Berne Conventlon.
Al the same tlme lt must be frankly conceded

that the French argument ls unanawerable, and
that Canada, if it adopta the 11, nalng and
m«nufacturing clause.. cannot remain ln the

Berne Cnlon. It must wlthdraw from thal
Cnlon, nnd remain outside lik* the L'nlti 1

States, so long as lt wlthholdi from French,
Oerman and other Contlnental authors and

publlahera abaolute reclproclty. The effect of
the French protest. eepeclally lf lt »>¦ aupported
by Oermany and other cour.trlee, wlll be to

force Canada to retire from the Berne Unlon.
The l),,iiilnion Government, when lt II.pl 1

the Berne Copyrighi Conventlon, tlpulated that
thls was done tentatlvely, and that it reaerved
tbe rlght of wlthdrawlng from the Cnlon aft'*r
a year's notice. Conaequently Canada is at lib-
erty to retire from the Cnlon and to adopt the

quallfled ayatem of eopyrlght prevalllng in the
Unlted Htite.. Oreat Brltaln acceptatd the
Berne Conventlon wlth the __.erstan.lln_ thal
It would use its good olllces ln Inducing th-*

Colonies alao to enter the Cnlon. The Britlah
Government cannot force Canada to remain p-r-

manently ln that Cnlon. Canada can wlthdraw
from lt aft'-r a year's notice; nnd. apparently,
the Fr'-nch BOCletle. wlll move for expulalon, if
the manufacturlng clatae be adopted by any
member of lhe Copyrighi Cnlon. I. N. F.
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i:\HY TO-DAY.

A NK\v DOOK HV ANTITO..Y HOPE.

COMEDIEfl OF COURTSHIP.
iv ANTHONT HOPE. Unlfonn *_Hl, R ben Orant'i

.".!¦*> Bachel r*i Chrlatmai," l2mo. 11.60,

Anther.y Hasp* hai baien <viii»<i by r,*nn;' Ueredltli
¦t -i-t.- it modern dla-logue." ;,t,l ttit. eatlmala tl- ln
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,. ... .... ;-.,.\ :, « v_l '.; taifr.. anl Incidenl blll
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ov.j.hrr ln ihe A.pi» Orehard,.lhe Cnrate ef Pollona"
iina "Tha Deere* ef Duke I"- __mBt_,"

THE JEWISH BCRIPTUREB.
Xha Ba* ki ot the OM Teetameui iti the Ugtit ot T*aVir
OrlglM an. Hlatorr. Br AMns K. PlflKB. I__kh
|1.00.
a dtetlRctly popular a'-'-o-.tnt a-.f th* booka of t>,» Old
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I't.f QouM'l weik |a the lateet volume in |*_|_ n. w
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